Frequently Asked Questions about the Education Project

Who is Homeless?

Homelessness does not always look like a family living in a car or on the street;
it exists in many different versions. The primary criteria we consider are: Is their
housing Fixed? Is it Regular? And is it Adequate?

Fixed: Is it permanent or not subject to change? For example, is the person
staying somewhere that they have a right to live? Are they not on the lease?
Could they be asked to leave?

Regular: Are they staying the same place every night? Do they have to switch
locations frequently?

Adequate: Is the residence sufficient? Do youth staying in the home have a
bed to sleep in? Are there health risks and unsanitary conditions in the home?
Does it meet the physical and psychological needs of a child?

Although we all hope that homelessness is very temporary, it can be a perpetual
experience for many families and unaccompanied youth. It is important to ask
these questions and understand each family and youth's situation.

How can | access the Education Project?

The education project is housed in the Washtenaw Intermediate School District.
The website is http://www.washtenawisd.org/services/k-12-student-services.
Here you can find information about who is eligible for McKinney-Vento
services, what services are offered and additional links and supports around
youth homelessness and education.

How can | help?

The Education Project relies on a combination of grant support from the state
and donations from members of the community. Many of the items provided to
families, like toiletries and school supplies, are supplied through donations. This
allows the Education Project the ability to fund other school related expenses
like field trips, sports/activities, tutoring services and temporary transportation
for students. Additionally, the program is always looking for volunteers to help
pack up supplies for youth as well as deliver supports to schools within the



districts. By having a team of volunteers ready to disperse supplies, EPHY will

serve families more effectively. Click here to learn about ways you can help: The
Education Project Volunteer Flyer

The Education Project office is staffed regularly Monday - Thursday from 9am -
3:30pm.

Any questions regarding a young person's McKinney-Vento status and the
supports available can be direct to ephycontact@washtenawisd.org, or by phone

at (734) 994—8100@(734) 994-8100 x1518.




